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1. Effective Prayer is based on the 
revealed word of God.

Because all scriptures are fulfilled in Christ 
and help to form our lives in Christlikeness, 
praying appropriately chosen words of 
scripture is one effective way to pray. 



1. Effective Prayer is based on the 
revealed word of God.

But whether we use the Bible’s words or our own 
words, our prayers should be consistent with the 
purposes and promises of God as they are revealed 
in the Bible.

A. Luke 24:44-49
B. 2 Corinthians 1:18-22
C. Ephesians 6:17-18
D. 2 Timothy 3:14-17



2. Effective Prayer is grounded in 
our faith in the reign of God.

Jesus’ basic gospel was that the reign of 
God is at hand (available to us) if we will 
repent and believe the good news. Jesus’ 
miracles revealed the kingdom’s 
presence.



2. Effective Prayer is grounded in 
our faith in the reign of God.

Answers to our prayers also demonstrate the 
kingdom’s presence.  We are to pray with 
confidence that God is in charge and is prepared to 
answer faithful prayers.

A. Mark 1:14-15

B. Matthew 12:28

C. Luke 7:20-23



3. Effective prayer is directed toward 
making the reign of God visible.

Jesus taught us to pray, “Your kingdom 
come; Your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.”  He taught us to, “Seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness,” 
trusting that all our needs would be fulfilled 
as the kingdom takes first place in our lives.



3. Effective prayer is directed toward 
making the reign of God visible.

We are commanded to make the kingdom 
visible in our ministries, and we are blessed by 
the results.

A. Matthew 6:10, 33

B. Luke 10:1-12, 23-24



4. Effective prayer is “in the 
Name of Jesus.”

“In the Name of Jesus” is more than a 
verbal formula tacked onto the end of our 
prayers.  It means that the request is 
offered with the intent that it be found fitting 
to Jesus’ compassionate character and 
redeeming, reconciling mission.



4. Effective prayer is “in the 
Name of Jesus.”
We pray in the Name of Jesus, because we are 
His ambassadors in this world, already 
speaking and acting as His representatives.

A. John 14:13-14; 15:16; 16:23-24
B. Acts 3:16; 4:8-12; 16:18
C. 2 Corinthians 5:17-20



4. Effective prayer is “in the 
Name of Jesus.”

We pray in the Name of Jesus, because we are 
His ambassadors in this world, already 
speaking and acting as His representatives.

D. Ephesians 4:32-5:2; 5:18-21
E. Colossians 3:12-17



5. Effective prayer begins with 
seeking the Holy Spirit.

God wants to give us good gifts.  The very 
best gift that God can give us is God’s 
loving, purifying, guiding, and empowering 
presence in our lives through the Holy Spirit.  
Jesus instructs us to ask, seek, and knock 
for this gift.



5. Effective prayer begins with 
seeking the Holy Spirit.
When we cannot put our prayers into sensible 
words, the Holy Spirit will carry the sense of our 
unintelligible groanings to the throne of God.

A. Luke 11:9-13
B. Romans 8:26-27
C. Ephesians 6:17-18
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